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the province and urge special concession to the Sikhs. They propose that the Cabinet
should represent all the important communities in the province and that law and
order should be treated as a central subject. They opine that the provinces must
be considered to be creatures of administrative convenience. Otherwise separatist
tendencies would develop, endangering the commonwealth.
They recommend that the powers of the local government in the matter of
taxation should remain the same as at present.
Sikh Member's Note.
Sardar Ujjcdsingh endorses, mostly in constitutional matters, the views of the
two Hindu members. He condemns communal electorate and offers, on behalf of
the Sikh minority, to do without them if the others do the same. But if the com-
munal electorates were to continue, he urges full weightage be given to the Sikhs.
He says the majority agree to full weightage in principle but do not grant it in
practice. When in U .P., 14 per cent Muslims have 30 per cent representation
why should not Sikhs who stand on a identical footing have the same representa-
tion ? He declares that the balance of power between the three principal communities
would • avoid chances of communal tyranny. The insistence of the majority
community on a statutory majority over all the minority communities is a
fundamentally wrong basis for Parliamentary Government.
Sardar Ujjal singh offers a solution of the electorates question by suggesting
an original formula. He says: "There should be joint electorates and members" should
be elected on the principle of proportional representation by the list system or a
system of sigle transferable vote. But this system, if adopted, should be adopted
for the whole country/7
He advocates that the Central Government should have power even to suspend
the Provincial Constitution in case of gross mismanagement or abuse of power
and that, to create confidence, the Minister in charge of Law and Order in the
E
rovince should belong to the minority community. The scheme of reforms would,
e says, be judged not by the liberality in the provincial sphere, but by its liberality
in the central sphere. He deprecates the desire of the majority members to set up
a Muslim majority in certain provinces to balance the Hindu majority in the other
provinces. He declares that while other communities can think of balancing one
province against another, the Sikhs have all their interests centred in the Punjab.
The Akali movement itself was caused by the disappointment of the community with
the share of representation it got in the' reformed council. He could well conceive
the disappointment of his community if its legitimate demands were not acceded to.
The Bengal Simon Committee Report
The report of the Bengal Provincial Simon Committee, which worked with the
Simon Commission and the Central Comraittee, was issued on the 3rd August Ig2g.
The report was signed by six members, namely, Sir Abdul Karim Ghuznavi, the
Maharaja of Mymensingh, Mr. W. L. Travers, Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui, Mr. A. K.
Fazlul Huq and Moulvi Abul Kasim.
The Raja Bahadur of Nashipur, who was originally elected as a member, resigned
sometime after when he was appointed a Minister. The Committee therefore consisted
of six members, and the report is almost unanimous except on some points on which
difference of opinion existed and individual members uttered a note of dissent.
Mr. Fazlul Huq dissented from the view of the other members who favoured the
establishment of an Upper Chamber. He considered it unnecessary, and held that
public opinion was strongly against it.
Along with the report as an appendix is published the memorandum by Sir
A. K. Ghuznavi to the Hartog Committee, in which he pleads for ten crores of rupees
being allotted for the education of Moslems.
The Provincial Committee report; emphasises the financial stringency under which
the province has been suffering, and insists that at least an additional 4 crores
should be assigned to Bengal, and says that no amount of reform would be popular

